
  Bezel

Next, turn the whole map, with the compass on 
it, until the red magnetic needle is lined up with 
the index line and direction of travel arrow. In 
this case we need to turn the whole map, with 
the compass on it, clockwise about 45 degrees 
to orient it.

Magnetic North

Put the map on the ground, not on a picnic table or on concrete 
(they may have iron supports or reinforcement).  Put the edge of 
the compass along the magnetic north line on the map.

Step 1. Orienting a Map
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Next, pick up the compass 
with the correct course still 
under the index mark. Hold the 
compass in front of you with 
the “direction of travel arrow” 
pointing straight out of your 
navel. Turn your body until the 
red needle is directly over, and 
lined up with, the hollow red 
orienting arrow.  Look up, find 
a landmark in that direction 
and start walking. 

Direction of 
travel arrow

Next, turn the bezel until the red 
hollow orienting arrow is under the 
red compass needle.  The red 
needle should point to the“N” on 
the bezel.  (The bezel in this 
picture needs to be turned almost 
50 degrees clockwise.) Then read 
the number under the index mark.  

Orienting 
Arrow

Red compass 
needle (magnetic)

First, draw a line on the map from 
where you are to where you want 
to go. Then, line up the edge of 
the compass with the line you've 
drawn on the map

Step 2. Determining compass course 
so you can follow a line you drew on 

the map, after you orient the map.
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